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Adolescents with Disabilities: European Social Policy of Understanding.

For many adults being disabled is associated with economic and social exclusion, poverty and unequality. It is the most socially marginalized group.

That is why the role and instruments of disability policy are in some respect changing. Adults disability policy is a dynamic area of European social policy. Social policies related to disability – including both income maintenance and provision of services – belong to the major areas of social protection in Western Europe. The goal of European Union Disability Strategy for youth a society open and accessible to all. The barriers need to be identified and removed. Adults with disabilities should be involved in all areas. Most countries of Western Europe have taken important steps to eliminate or reduce barriers to full participation.

Concrete actions with regard to social policy and rehabilitation of adults with disabilities differ among individual member countries while at the Union level care is taken to unify standards and eliminate differences in these areas among individual countries. The analysis of EU activities justifies the statement that, so far, regulations have been developed on: promoting employment and combating unemployment, equal opportunities, and elimination of discrimination in the labor market and other areas of life such as co-ordination of social insurance systems, Union’s labor law, and law on occupational health and safety. The EU social policy is thus aimed at equalizing economic activity by economically weaker population groups of EU member countries. In most recent reports by European Commissions of 1998-2000 and in programs for next years, the “equalizing of opportunities” is meant as: a process through which various areas of social life and environment become accessible to everyone, in particular to those with disabilities; taking into account the needs of every human; participation in social life by every human; the right of people with disabilities to live within their local community, to receive the requisite assistance as regards education, health care, employment and welfare benefits; equal rights and also equal obligations of people with disabilities who are considered fully able members of the society.(1, 3-26). Actions for youth with disabilities in EU countries are directed, for instance, at prevention, rehabilitation, availability, individual assistance, combating discrimination, vocational activation.

The European Parliament, jointly with other EU institutions, is working on developing a unified law regarding the disabled for all its member countries. The main focus is on the following subject groups: eliminating differences in terminology of “disability” currently in force and its legal consequences; creating durable integration, social, and vocational processes accompanied by building public awareness of their importance for people with disabilities; updating the legislation and new legal solutions concerning the disabled which take into account the ongoing social changes in individual countries. European social policy on disability for adults entered a new era, generally characterized as an era of “empowerment and civil rights”. By the way globalization of disability policy should not be viewed as an imposition of American norms but as more complex process of adaptation, cultural transformation and struggle for equality. Most countries of Western Europe are examples of resent transformations i Now the focus of disability policy for youth in EU is civil rights legislation.
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